that 'You must either cut or select. It is not as if I were Fitzgerald,' 4 and the plea not to be modest when choosing from her many letters to him. Armed with a list of friends Maxwell set about the daunting task of identifying the many institutions and private collections where Warner's letters were known to be held.
The correspondence is voluminous. In addition to Maxwell some of her most important friendships were with Americans she rarely saw, notably the composer Paul Nordoff, the novelist Anne Parrish and the writers Joy and Marchette Chute. She often wrote several letters a day, not always waiting for a reply to a previous letter, such were the frustrations of transatlantic correspondence. These epistolary relationships were sustained over many years because, as Claire Harman has suggested, Warner 'loved, and needed, the uncluttered intellectual intimacy which depended on distance and separateness and which such correspondence allowed'. 5 As Warner herself reflected, correspondence of this kind 'is a bridge which with every letter seems more elastically reliable. But it is a bridge that only carries the weight of one person at a time. When the correspondents meet it collapses…' 6 This may explain why she sometimes preferred to exchange letters with friends in England, for instance with Joy Finzi and the Anglophile illustrator George Plank who lived in Sussex. She appears to have met Plank just once but, on learning of his death in 1965, could still declare 'we shall lie down together in Yale University Library' 7 -where their letters now reside.
From the outset Maxwell knew that a single volume would not suffice -he alone was in receipt of nearly 800 letters. He knew too that neither Chatto nor Viking, Warner's American publisher, would agree to a multi-volume edition and so he began to select and cut, a task made only slightly easier by the disappearance of letters to Anne Parrish that had been returned after her death at Warner's request and which Maxwell believed had been destroyed. The love letters between Warner and Valentine Ackland that Warner arranged with a linking narrative for publication after her death had been entrusted to her executor Susanna Pinney; a selection was edited by Pinney as I'll Stand by You (1998 10 One outcome of this survey has been to establish the huge number of letters that have survived -an estimated 4,500 in total (1,075 published so far and an estimated 3,425 that await publication). If we are to enjoy more of Warner's remarkable gift as a letter-writer then perhaps the best way forward is a series of occasional monographs dedicated to those individuals who appear tantalisingly in the pages of Maxwell's selection; to her oldest friend Bea Howe, to Paul Nordoff, and to Nancy Cunard about whom, despite her peripatetic life, Warner was moved to write 'our friendship was instantaneous, secure and detached; we exchanged opinions, never confidences'. 11 Location Guide to Sylvia Townsend Warner's Letters The most comprehensive selection of Warner's correspondence yet published. Almost one quarter of the letters (107) are to Maxwell, and another quarter are to a small group of American friends she rarely saw including Paul Nordoff (42), Joy Chute (31) and Marchette Chute (31 ' Warner is the born writer. An effortless gift for arresting phrasing allied to a most powerful mind makes her letters vividly funny and fundamentally serious'. 12 The letters are held in the John Rylands Library, Manchester University, and copies are in the Warner-Ackland archive. 
